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August 25, 1899 1364 

Vital statistic* of San Juan, Porto Rico, for July, 1899 — Continued. 

July, 1898— 

Births 46 

Deaths 34 

July, 1899— 

Births 58 

Deaths 6ft 

The storm at Ponce. 

Ponce, Porto Eico, August 10, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the city of Ponce has just 
sustained very severe damage by hurricane and flood, resulting in the 
partial wrecking of the town, the loss of probably 200 lives, and an 
immense amount of property. I have been unable to get to my office 
since the 8th, until to-day. Few details are known as yet. This is 
written hurriedly to catch a mail which is just leaviDg. 

My office suffered no serious damage. Fortunately there were few 
vessels in the harbor. Most of those in the harbor are wrecks. My 
disinfecting room is, I fear, totally destroyed. 

Eespectfully, yours, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service. J 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., August 8, 1899. — I have the honor to report that 
during the past three weeks 13 persons have been taken from G. H. and 
8. A. train from Mexico, and held in detention camp for period of ten 
days, and baggage fumigated. These parties were from various parts 
of Mexico, and none of them had certificates, hence their detention. 

The fords along the Eio Grande between this port and Del Eio, Tex., 
are being closely watched by guards of the Service, and entrance of 
persons from Mexico into the United States being refused by them 
daily. 

Eespectfully, yours, A. F. Fegan, 

Acting Sanitary Officer, TT. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., August IS, 1899. — Detention camp: The following per- 
sons went on duty at detention camp on August 11, 1899 : Cristoval Bena- 
vider, jr., quarantine guard; W. C. Chamberlain, "Immune," quaran- 
tine guard ; Eduardo Euis, quarantine cook ; Luis Martinez, scavenger. 

The cook will be used as a guard and to supervise the cleaning of the 
^camp when not on duty as cook. The cook is to receive rations only 
Vhen cooking for persons detained. The others are not furnished 
rations. I was ready to receive guests on the evening of August 11, 
although the barb-wire fence had not been completed. The camp is 
situated on the river bank at the American end of the international 
bridge, as per sketch inclosed. I have erected 6 small A tents, fur- 
nished with woven-wire cots, mattresses, pillows, sheets, 1 small dress- 
ing tent, 1 dining tent with table capable of seating 10 persons, 1 large 
kitchen tent, and another tent in which persons may remain while 
baggage, etc., is being disinfected, and a guard tent at entrance to 
the inclosure. All the small tents are double ; that is, one tent over 
another, so that they may be cooler. The dining tent is provided with 
a fly. The privy is arranged on the dry-earth plan, to be cleaned once or 



